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CONGRESSIONAL COMMENTS RELATING TO THE CIA BUDGET

1. The purpose of this bulletin is to keep employees
informed on recent events in the Congress of the United
States which affect the Agency.

2. On 4 June 1974 the Senate by a vote of 55 to 33
defeated an amendment to the Defense Procurement Authoriza-
tion bill (S. 3000) which would have required the Director
of Central Intelligence to submit an annual unclassified =
report to the Congress disclosing the total amount of funds '
requested in the budget for the National Intelligence Program.
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3. A number of Sena tors, including the Chairmen t
ppo

Agency's Oversight Commlttees in the Senate, strongly
the amendment on the basis that such disclosures would
provide valuable assistance to our adversaries by virtue of
the trends disclosed over the years and that the publication
of the total figure would only stimulate further inquiry for
greater detail on foreign intelligence activities, for
explanations of changes or trends, and for the component
elements of the total figure.
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4. They also pointed out that the four committees

.cnarged with oversight of the Agency in the Congress are

fully aware of the details of the foreign 1nLe111gence
budget and inquire into these matters deeply. The point was
also made that if any member of the Senate wished to know
what the total figure was it would be furnished to him on a
classified basis.

5. The discussion on the amendment is covered on pages
5. 9601-9613 in the Congressional Record of 4 June 1974.
Excerpts follow: :
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-ienator Stennis: . . . )
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- far, we Diave been able to carcy on an

intellizence premram elfeciively which k
has been worth to us biilions nnd bidlions 3
and bitiions of doilars in savings, Lug, 1 1
we are gning to abandon the idean of
Leeping these figures [rom being dis= i
closed, then, in my humble opinion, we
mignt as well abolish the agency. It \
would be like saying, in efiect, thal we i
do not wankt this secret intelligence afier
all, that we do not need it and that we l
will abandon it. ’

We will pay an awful price for thatb.

I am familiar withh the CiA budget.
T can satisfy most any Senator in the
cloakroom. talking to him some about
this, but I will publicly say that it isa
clean budget and they have justified
many times over the expenditure ol the
money. !

. r a
Senator Pastore: ". . . . havetoknow

what they are doing, 3o we can know
what we have to do in order to guarantee.
the security of our own couuiry,

So we cannot come out here and tell
the whois world, “We spent $1 biilion oz
$2 billion for tiie Central Intelligence
Acency.” Whnat doss tfhabl mean to any-
one else, except that pernaps some zeople
think they are spending too mucii. And
the minute the question is asked where
they are spending it we are In serious
trouble. . :

So what happens to your chlldren and
my children] dMr President? ¥Whab hap- -

‘pens to you wnen vou go bome tonighi? !
What happens tomorrow? What hap- ‘
pens to the security of our countyry? -
Can we afford to tell them? Oh Fes, X ]
|
i

would like to teil the public everything it

iz possible to tell them. I believe in that,

I have been in public life continually for

40 years. I believe in the tizht of the
public to know. Bub I certainly would

not come to the fioor of the Senate and !
tall vou, Mr. President, how to pit to-
gether an atom bomb. I would not tell

vou that, I would not tell you how far

our nuclear subs ars able to travel; 1
would nob tell you how we can detect an
enemy sub; and I would nob tell you how

they might detact ours.’ I would not tell

you that, Why would I vob tell you that? i
I would not tell you thabt because the
minute I told you that I would jeozardize
the future of your caiidren,

I have sat down with the Senator from
Wisconsin (dIr. Prozzmrz), the Seaator
from California (Mr. Cravszom), to find :
a solutioa, and T hinve sat down wish DMy, :
Colby, who is a great Amerdcan. 2 said, !
“Please do nrot do this. If you want to '
make my job easier,’pleasa do not do :
this.” I cannob sit there after that ad- |
monition and exhortation and tum |
around and say., “Mr. Colby, I cdo not f
believe winat you have to say.” If T be-
lieved that for 1 minube, & would say,
“You ouzhbt to glve up your job'le » »

N
t
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WT, 25le g,
tizz ta commend thz Senator from Ruode :
Island sad o associate myself fully with i
his comments, The Senator pointed oub
- yery proveriy thab the Central intelii- 1
gence Azency has in the past engaged in
activities that have besn lonkad upon by
certain Membears of the Congraess #3 un-
desitable; but I want to make i clear
that every one of -those activities had
neen orcdered by a President. The Cen-
tral Intellicence Agency does Nos just
engace in activities for the love of work,
I know thabt the Central Intelligence
Agency, during thie Xennedy yedrs and
the Johmnson years, was engaged in ac-
tivities in Laos——

2r. Presldent, thie Central Intelligence
. Agency is possibiy the mosh tmportant
cgency in this Government. By and large,
it is made up of psopie wno are com-
petent, able, and who have served this
country well and faithfully. To be suxe,
thers are times when ib has engaged in
activities, as we have said, thab ‘are
looked upon with suspicion; but I think
it would be folly for us to publicize all of |
its activities, to publicize the amounts it |
Teceives, barticulstly whnen. there are
ways and mesns within this body and’
swithin the other body of Congress to
supervise it.and to xeep a check rein’
upon it.

e o i e ey AT A
WSNUSHS -

-

|

i

» - » ‘

I had the privilege of t

serving on the National Seeuriiy Council, I,

and I want to tell my colleagues that the \

_Central Intellizence Agency #as tiie most J
accurate and efective instrument of
Government for that council. its reports
were mosh accurate, and had we fcilowed

the advice of the Central Intelilgence |

Agency in many areas, we wonid have ‘

been better off, but at least it wa3 there. |

But jusk as surely as we are in this
body today debating whether ov not we
oughb to have a release of tha figure,
next year it will be wnather it is too big
or too little, and then it will be what is
in it. Then when we start to say what is
in.ik, we are going to hiave Lo exgose X~
actly what we have been doing in order
to gain information; for example, years
nzo a5 to wiere the Sovist Undon was
puildinz its nuciear subs and the kind
of nuclear subs they were. I saw thab ma-
terial in 1955—now far they wersz aloug,
+what thelr sclentific progress was, I do
nob think it would servs the public in-
torest for 2ll of tiaat Information in have
peén laid out. It would have destroyed
our inkteilizgence gathering completely. = » «

-
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But, iet us bear in mind that i we are ‘
to have a security intellizeace agency, we {
cannot havae it with natjoasl publicity
on whatb it does, how it doss it, and how
much i: spends hers, or how much %
spands there. , H

Senator Stennis: ". . .

On my responsibility to my colieagues,’
they in CIA keep a clean nouse. Thzy
have had 2 consecvative operation doliar-
wise and have accounted for the monszy
in a splendid way. That nas been trus
withoub exception. There has bezn no
zreab spillage of monay or great exirava-
gances, and nob one bit of scandal o
odor of any Rind. » » » H

Senator Thurmond: ". .

T believe thabt owr Nation is unlque In
the attentlon its legislature ias given to
specifying and clraumsceihing the aclivie
ties of the agency desigaated to periorm
its foreign iateliigence missiont, . .

-
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Senator Proxmire: .

“Mp. President, the purpose of the [
amendment which I am cfering tow is

to provida that tioe overall Agure for the
intellizence community 2s 3 whole, noé |}
proken down but tie overall fzure,
would be made availabie, 50 that the tax- .
paysars of this country would have some

jd2n of bosy much, how many billions ol
@ollars—and it is billions of dollars=- l
are going for intellizence efforts by our I
Government. .- A

7 Now just what would this tell our ad-
versaries? They would noi know if it all
went to the CIA, or DIA. YWhether the
NSA spent most of the money, or the Alr
Force. : .

¥ow aboub yearly fiuc tuations? Say for
example, that the budget went up 10
peccent in 1 year. What what titey con-
cluda? Thiat manpower Was more expen~
sive? That the CIA was spending more
for Lans? Thab the DIA had pought a
new computer division? That NSA was:
hiring more people? Thay would know |

A |
rothing. » .«

|
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Senator Hughes: ". . .

The threat will came from losing con- °

trol on the insida, I maouwsaining that

control requires an ounce of risk. then I
thinik we shouwld be prepared to take thab
ounce of risik in 2t least letring us see
pudblicly and the veopie see pudiicly
vneiner we are speading 53 bilion, 37
biliion, or 590 billion, and how we ars
concealing it and niding it, and if we are
protecting ourselves from the inside as
well as Trom the cutside. .

I think thab ounce of risk, 1 it ex!sts,
is worth taking and I thank the dis-
tinguished Senator from Wisconsin for
1t

yieldinz
yic.lilns. . .

- S | :
Senator Jackson: . s 0» !

In summaty, our foreizgn intellizence
service arises out of an act of Coniress
and all of its activities are closely secu-

- tinized by a number of representatl.ve
members of both the Sznate and the
fTouse of Representatives, This is how
we nave resoived ine palance beiwveen
the needs of an opea society and the
needs for a secret foreign inteiligence
service. T certainly do mos think that \
this is tha time 0 unbalance the s'ltu‘a-i

tion ns I am confident enactmeny of the
proposed amendment would do.

' .oon
Senator Young: . o ¢

T know thera is gregxr_. i::teres:;: in Er:ab
-public knowing everyhnlnd po_ss;\:)&i‘. bus -
1 thinic thers fac som2 things t n.ﬂ;: o ?1 {
be kept secres fov our oWn security.
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